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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

 

Welcome back, Gators! While it was a challenging start up, we are proud to say that our 

community responded with the compassion, pride and optimism that has defined Walnut 

Grove Secondary. Our staff and students are excited for the upcoming year and we are 

determined to support a culture that is inclusive and caring. This past year our staff 

worked together to discuss an emerging vision we have for our school. The resulting 

graphic is below: 
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Ultimately, we envision a school where everyone belongs. At 2023 students, WGSS is 

the largest school in the District and one of the biggest in British Columbia. It is not easy 

to create this sense of connection for all students with such a big school, but we work 

hard at finding ways for our students to “plug-in” to opportunities. We encourage our 

students to take advantage of the multiple clubs, teams, academic, and district 

opportunities in our school. During our grade assemblies this week we emphasized the 

importance of student choice, personal responsibility and the need to take care of each 

other. It will be a theme we emphasize moving forward. 

With the increase in size, and some staff retirements, we are excited to welcome a 

number of powerful staff members to Gator Nation.  Many of them come with a strong 

reputation from other schools and districts. All of our teaching and support staff, along 

with our administrative team, are looking forward to being back at school and working 

with your children.  

Because of the size of the school, and the strict provincial language around class size 

and composition we have very limited ability to accommodate timetable change requests.  

Unfortunately, we have had to reject most of our cross-boundary applications and are 

very limited in our offerings to new registrants that have moved into the catchment area. 

Our counselors have been working extremely hard to meet student requests for course 

changes, and for the most part, have been successful in making high priority, required 

changes for students.  Some of the lower priority changes, such as switching electives, 

have been looked at, but in many cases are not possible due to our high enrollment.   

Walnut Grove led the way for the district by incorporating Flex Block six years ago. Flex 

Block is a time where students can go deeper into their subject area or get extra 

assistance with material they are struggling with. The concept has been so successful 

that nearly every high school in Langley is incorporating it into their school culture. It 

involves students taking ownership of their learning as well as student choice. It is 

important that our students maximize this opportunity. Please encourage your children to 

use this time well.  

A reminder to parents that Meet the Teacher Night is on September the 26 at 6:00 PM.  I 

look forward to meeting you at this event. 

Balan Moorthy 

Proud Principal 

Walnut Grove Secondary 
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2019 Staff Photo 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Please check our website for the most up-to-date information.  If you would like a 
magnet of the 2019-20 school calendar, they are available at the main office. 
 
September 16-18 EDGE trip to Garibaldi 
September 20 School Improvement Day – No School 
September 26 Meet the Teacher Night at 6:00 PM 
September 30 Orange Shirt Day 
October 8  Photo Retakes 
October 8  PAC meeting @ 7:00 pm in the Library 
October 9  Grad 2020 boat cruise 
October 11  Tuff Wally/Terry Fox 
October 14  Thanksgiving – No School 
 

STUDENT FEES – SCHOOL CASH ONLINE 
Thanks to all of our families who have already paid their student and grad fees using our 
School Cash Online system. If you have not yet paid the $30 student fee, please make 
sure this is done before the end of September. For more on how to use our online system, 
please see the attached flyer at the end of the newsletter. We are once again encouraging 
our families to take advantage of our online payment system which also accepts payment 
by credit card. Payment for school fees, PE strip, locks, field trips, yearbooks, grad fees, 
etc. are all available to process online. If you haven’t already created an account, you can 
do so now and it only takes a few minutes to set-up and add your child(ren). Once this is 
completed, you will see available activities or fees that can be processed online. You will 
require the following three pieces of information to attach your child to your account: 
Student ID (found on your child’s timetable), child’s legal last name and child’s date 
of birth.  
 
You will also find instructions and information on our WGSS website: http://wgss.ca/our-
school/pay-your-school-fees/ or by visiting https://sd35.schoolcashonline.com/ to get 
started.  
 
Print or screen shot your online receipt: Your child will be REQUIRED to present their 
receipt in order to pick their purchased items such as: agenda (if requesting), locks, PE 
strip, yearbook, grad items, etc. Your receipt can always be accessed and reprinted as 
needed from your account. 
 

  

http://wgss.ca/our-school/pay-your-school-fees/
http://wgss.ca/our-school/pay-your-school-fees/
https://sd35.schoolcashonline.com/
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MEET THE TEACHER NIGHT - SEPTEMBER 26, 2019 

Please note that we will be having our “Meet the Teacher Night” on September 26, 2019. 

Our plan for the evening is as follows: 

 

We will begin in the gym with a general welcome at 6 pm (about 10-15 minutes). This 

may be particularly interesting for parents that are new to WGSS. We will then begin a 

timetable run through –1-1, 1-2, 1-3, 1-4, 2-1, 2-2, 2-3, 2-4 – 5 minute classes and 5 

minutes to change classes.  The last 20 minutes will be a general time for parents to meet 

teachers they missed because they have more than one child in the school. 

 

The schedule of the day is as follows: 

 

 6:00 – 6:15  Meeting in Gym, Welcome and Introduction 

 6:20 – 6:30  Block 1-1 and Break 

 6:30 – 6:40  Block 1-2 and Break 

 6:40 – 6:50  Block 1-3 and Break 

 6:50 – 7:00  Block 1-4 and Break 

 7:00 – 7:10  Block 2-1 and Break 

 7:10 – 7:20  Block 2-2 and Break  

 7:20 – 7:30  Block 2-3 and Break 

 7:30 – 7:40  Block 2-4 

 7:40 – 8:00  Teachers available in room for parents who have 

more than one set of teachers to meet 

 

NOON HOUR SUPERVISOR POSITION AVAILABLE 
Are you interested in supporting our increased focus on supervision and student safety 

during lunch hours? If you are available to work from 11:40-12:40 from Monday to 

Friday and would like to be part of our staff community, please email me at 

bmoorthy@sd35.bc.ca and I can direct you towards the application process. This is a 

unionized position and involves an application to the Langley School District along with 

a criminal record check. 

 

TUTORING CENTRE 
The Tutoring Centre is up and running and OPEN this week.  Students can come 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays or Thursdays from 2:50-3:50 pm to room 256.  

mailto:bmoorthy@sd35.bc.ca
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TERRY FOX 
Supporting Terry Fox is a well-established tradition at WGSS and our annual fundraising 
campaign is almost underway. Students are set to learn about Terry Fox’s Marathon of 
Hope in their PHE classes starting September 18 and will be encouraged to secure 
donations and sponsors using friends and family. On Thursday October 3 and Friday 
October 4, students will be completing their own Terry Fox Run in their PHE classes. 
Terry Fox ran 5373 KM and if every WGSS student runs 3 KM on these days then we as 
a school combined have matched this amazing feat. PHE teachers will be collecting 
general donations, but students can also challenge any teacher in the building to 
incentive/reward challenges in which a given teacher agrees to do something goofy 
(shave eyebrows or get pie in the face) if a class target donation goal is achieved. 
Furthermore, students have the opportunity to push themselves physically, just as Terry 
Fox did nearly 30 years ago, by taking part in our epic Tuff Wally obstacle course 
challenge which is taking place on October 11. Learn more about this annual event by 
visiting https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=obD-BM7uZpk to view a video of 2019 events 
and visit tuffwally.com. Terry Fox celebrations and incentive challenges will be done at 
centerfield on this same day. Donations are welcome all the way up until October 11. Last 

year was a record year for fundraising with WGSS raising an astonishing $27,001. Cash 

donations are welcome, of course, but the preferred method of donating is online at 
http://www.terryfox.ca/WalnutGroveSecondary.   

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=obD-BM7uZpk
tuffwally.com
http://www.terryfox.ca/WalnutGroveSecondary.%20%0d
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FRANCE EXCHANGE 2020 
Any students in grade 8 or 9 interested in participating in this year's France Exchange taking place in 
the Spring of 2020, please see Madame Anderson in Portable One or email at eanderson@sd35.bc.ca 
for more information. Open to ALL students in grade 8 or 9, you do not have to be taking French to 
participate.  Don't delay!  Registration is underway! 

 
 
 

GERMANY EXCHANGE 2020 
WGSS is once again hosting a fantastic, two-week travel exchange to beautiful Baden-Baden.  This 

opportunity is for students in grades 9-11.  Travel dates are March 7-21.  Hosting dates are March 29-

April 11.  Interested parents and students should contact Mrs. Armstrong or Mr. Favaro for more 

information. darmstrong@sd35.bc.ca  604-202-5150 

 

  

mailto:eanderson@sd35.bc.ca
mailto:darmstrong@sd35.bc.ca
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VIETNAM – SPRING BREAK 2020 

Attention grade 10, 11 and 12 students.  This is your final opportunity to join our amazing adventure to 

Vietnam!  A 10-day, all-inclusive experience that will truly be unique.  The last day to enroll is Friday, 

September 20th.  Please see Mrs. Fast in room 165 for information or email cfast@sd35.bc.ca for 

information and registration packages. 

 

 

 

 

ITALY AND GREECE 2020 
Have you been waiting for an opportunity to see some of the world’s most historically significant sights 
such as the Colosseum, Roman Forum, Sistine Chapel, St. Peter’s Basilica, Pompeii archaeological 
ruins, Delphi and the Acropolis?  Students and parents interested in joining an EF educational tour to 
Italy and Greece for Spring break 2020 should see Ms. Neuscheler (UNeuscheler@sd35.bc.ca) in room 
240 for more details.  Please visit www.eftours.ca (tour number 2136265JU) for more details. 
 

 

  

mailto:cfast@sd35.bc.ca
mailto:UNeuscheler@sd35.bc.ca
http://www.eftours.ca/
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This is a reminder for all families to review the District Code of Conduct and School Dress Code 

Guidelines with your children. These are guiding principles that we ask all of our students to adhere 

to. 

~ Balan Moorthy, Principal 
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UNLOCK YOUR FUTURE – DISTRICT SCHOLARSHIP WORKSHOP 
This scholarship workshop, hosted by Brittany Palmer, is suitable for Grade 11 and 12 students who 
want to understand more about the scholarship process and develop a system for successful 
scholarship applications.  R.E. Mountain Secondary is hosting this District event on Tuesday, 
October 15, 7:00 pm.  Tickets can be purchased for $5.00 (plus tax) through 
www.schoolcashonline.com  

 

POST-SECONDARY INFORMATION 
Numerous opportunities are available for students and their parents to learn about programs at post-
secondary institutions as well as explore career options.  It is often a good idea to start investigating in 
Grade 10 and 11.  For additional information about the events listed below, select the hyperlink or see 
the Calendar of Events on the WGSS Counselling homepage: http://wgsscounselling.weebly.com  

 
Date Event Place Time 

Sept. 17 Dartmouth, Harvard, Stanford & UPENN – 
Info Evening 

Collingwood High 
School 

7:00 pm 

Sept. 19 National + Nomination Scholarship 
Workshop – Gr. 12s only 

WGSS Library Flex 

Sept. 24 UFV –  Digital Arts & Gaming – Info Session Abbotsford Campus 6:00 – 9:00 

Sept. 25 KPU – Info Session @ WGSS Multi- Purpose Room Flex 

Sept. 26 How to Write Scholarship Essays –  
TWU Presenter, Jonathan Schmidt 

WGSS Library Annex Flex 

Sept. 26 Vancouver Law School Fair – 30+ Law 
Schools from North America 

Fairmount Hotel 1:00 – 6:30 

Sept. 29 Study and Go Abroad Fair Vancouver Convention 
Centre 

12:00-5:00 

Oct. 8 Canadian University Event (Public Fair) Delta Hotel – Burnaby  6:00 – 8:30 

Oct. 8 Grant Me – How to Find/Apply for 
Scholarships – Gr. 11 + 12 welcome 

Library Annex Flex 

Oct. 9 PSAT + Language Challenge – 
Applications Due 

Counselling Centre 3:00 pm 

Oct. 9 Canadian University Event (SD 35 Fair) 
Bus Available – leaving WGSS @ 11:45; 
returning 12:45 

Langley Events Centre 
Building B 

12 – 12:30 
or 2:15-2:45 

Oct. 10 QUEST University – Info Session @ WGSS Library Annex Flex 

Oct. 15 Unlock Your Future - Scholarship Workshop 
– Brittany Palmer, presenter 

REMSS, Library 7:00 pm 

Oct. 16 SFU Beedie School of Business – Info 
Session @ WGSS 

Multi-Purpose Room Flex 

Oct. 18 University of Toronto – Info Session @ WG Multi-Purpose Room Flex 

http://www.schoolcashonline.com/
http://wgsscounselling.weebly.com/
https://www.collingwood.org/students/university-guidance/university-guidance-events
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ffacebook.com%2Fdadameeting%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cdkifiak%40sd35.bc.ca%7C15435d9d36a247a7120208d6f025fa53%7Cfcabfaaef80a4f74b6a7ba15c2a4bb24%7C0%7C0%7C636960443233380122&sdata=9ADNGIo6JLUc15f7Jng51dQMNIEBqRyh3eo7cyHDqLc%3D&reserved=0
https://www.kpu.ca/admission
http://www.vanlawfair.com/
http://www.studyandgoabroad.com/vancouver/
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/2019-canadian-universities-event-tickets-61934138676
https://www.grantme.ca/
https://www.cuebcevents.ca/
https://questu.ca/admissions/
https://www.schoolcashonline.com/
https://beedie.sfu.ca/
https://future.utoronto.ca/apply/
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Oct.19 Bosa Centre for Film & Animation – Open 
House    

Capilano U 11:00-3:00 

Oct. 19 UBC Engineering Explorations – 
 Gr. 12 girls only 

UBC Vancouver 
Campus 

9:00-2:00 

Oct. 19 TRU - Open House TRU – Kamloops 11:00- 3:00 

Oct. 18 -19  TWU – Preview Weekend TWU – Langley 2 days 

Oct. 23 U of Calgary – Info. Session, any Grade Library Annex Lunch 

Oct. 25 KPU Open House – Richmond Campus KPU – Richmond 3:00 – 7:00 

Oct. 26 Acheive Anything Foundation – Canadian 
Coast Guard (Female Only) 

Vancouver 9:00-4:00 

Oct. 29 UBC –Info Session @ WGSS WGSS Library 2:00 pm 

Nov. 1 Post-Secondary Institutions of BC @ 
WGSS    (16 institutions) 

Gr. 11 Workshops 
Gr. 12 Mini-Fair 

2-4 Flex 

Nov. 13 Explore Cap U – Info Night  5:30 – 8:30 

Nov. 16 
*Early date! 

National Portfolio Day KPU –Wilson School of 
Design, Richmond 

11:00 am 

Nov. 30 UBC Engineering Explorations (Gr. 9 Girls 
Only) 

UBC Vancouver 
Campus 

9:00-2:00 

 

CANADIAN UNIVERSITY EVENT (CUE) 
Langley School District will be hosting CUE at the Langley Event Centre – Building “B” on Thursday 
afternoon, October 9.  Approximately 50 post-secondary institutions from across Canada participate 
in this event. A list of potential participants is included in this newsletter.  This event can be 
overwhelming for some students.  We have found it is best if they are able to attend with a parent, have 
a list of institutions they want to be sure to talk to, and come with specific questions. 
 
We have arranged to have two specific times for WGSS students and their parents.  Our students can 
attend from 12:00 – 12:30 PM or from 2:15 – 2:45 PM.   

 
SD35 will be provided a bus that will leave with 48 students from WGSS at 11:45 and return at 12:45.  
If students would like to attend this event but need transportation, they can pick-up a field trip consent 
form from our Career Advisor, Leyla Balouch, and return it before the deadline.  Space on the bus is 
limited and priority will be given to Grade 12 and 11 students. 
 
Students are encouraged to carefully consider which class they will be missing 20+ minutes from if they 
choose to attend CUE. 
 
Parents and students can also attend an evening public event on October 8 (6:00 – 8:30pm) at the 
Delta Hotel, Conference Center. 433 Dominion Street, Burnaby. Link to Additional Information   

https://www.capilanou.ca/about-capu/get-to-know-us/events/items/film--animation-open-house.php
http://engcite.engineering.ubc.ca/events/engineering-explorations/ee12/
https://www.tru.ca/openhouse.html
https://www.twu.ca/undergraduate/visit-campus
https://www.ucalgary.ca/future-students
http://www.kpu.ca/langley-open-house-2017
https://www.achieveanything.ca/thisisyou.html
https://www.capilanou.ca/programs--courses/get-started/visit-capu/explore-capu-info-night/
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/2019-vancouver-national-portfolio-day-registration-69376552135
http://engcite.engineering.ubc.ca/events/engineering-explorations/ee9/
https://www.cuebcevents.ca/
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POST-SECONDARY INSTITUTIONS OF BC 
WGSS is hosting the educational recruiters from 16 post-secondary institutions in the Lower Mainland.  
Grade 11 students will have the opportunity to sign-up to attend two workshops.  The workshops will 
be offered during first period (2-4) and attendance will be taken.  Grade 12s (and their parents) will 
have the opportunity to meet with reps during Flex during the mini-fair in the small gym.  See the listing 
provided of the reps and institutions who will be coming to WGSS this year on Friday, November 1st. 

 
 

ENGINEERING EXPLORATIONS- Girls Only 
This Engineering Exploration event is designed specifically for Grade 9 and 12 female students. Girls* 
can visit UBC and learn about engineering through fun, hands-on activities led by current university 
students. 
 

Gr. 12 Girls on October 19, 9:00-2:00 
Gr. 9 Girls on November 30, 9:00- 2:00 

 
Register Early as this event often fills up quickly. 

Link to Registration 

 
*Inclusive view of the word “girls” and welcomes trans, genderqueer and non-binary folks interested in the 
workshop 
 

LOWER MAINLAND GREEN TEAM 
The Lower Mainland Green Team provides interesting hands-on opportunities. There is an upcoming 
volunteer event at Routley Park (near 70 Ave & 200 St.) for students to have a hands-on 
environmental education on Saturday, September 14, 2019.  
 
Instruction, tools, gloves and refreshments are provided. 
 
Participants will: 

 Learn about how climate change impacts biodiversity locally 
 Learn how to work as a team 
 Gain community service volunteer hours 
 Get outdoor career experience 
 Feel great about revitalizing and increasing biodiversity in this park 

For more information about this event please visit meetup.com/The-Lower-Mainland-Green-
Team/events/263788118/ 

  

https://www.meetup.com/The-Lower-Mainland-Green-Team/events/263788118/
https://www.meetup.com/The-Lower-Mainland-Green-Team/events/263788118/
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CANADIAN COAST GUARD- ACHIEVE ANYTHING FOUNDATION 

 
DAY SAIL ON A WARSHIP 

Esquimalt, BC  
Saturday September 14, 2019 - 0900-1600 

 
Calling female students with an interest in a future with the Coast Guard! Applications are open to 
young women aged 14 or older for this interactive, hands-on workshop. Participants will have a tour of 
the base duty stations, wear rescue gear & equipment, practice interactive search & rescue exercises 
and even have the opportunity to drive the CCG fast rescue craft! Interested students please apply 
Here.  

 
 

PSAT EXAM 
The PSAT exam helps students who are planning to study in the USA prepare for the SAT’s.  
 
For an application form, see Ms. Docherty in the Counselling Centre before October 9th  Cheques for 
$40 should be made payable to R.E. Mountain Secondary School. Spots will be filled on a first-come, 
first-paid basis.  No Refunds. 
 
Location:   R.E. Mountain Secondary School 
Date:    Wednesday, October 16, from 3:30-8:00 PM. Please arrive by 3:15 PM 

 
 

LANGUAGE CHALLENGE TEST INFORMATION 
“Challenge Tests” are available through the Delta School District primarily for students who have a 
second (or third) language but who do not have the equivalence credits on their high school transcript.  
A student is eligible for Equivalency if they have studied the language in their home country up to Grade 
8 and/or 9 level. If a student wishes to write a Challenge Test, they are able to participate in a formal 
evaluation of a Grade 11 and/or 12 Language course in order to receive credit with a percentage mark 
on their transcript.  It is a strong recommendation, given the mature level of understanding required in 
the challenge activities, that students challenge the grade 11 course while they are in grade 10 and not 
before 
 
The student registration packages for 2019-20 are available online. WGSS students who wish to write 
the test should complete the registration package and then bring it with their cheque, made payable to 
Langley School District, to Ms. Kifiak in the Counselling Centre before October 9th.  
https://www.deltasd.bc.ca/schools/secondary/challenge-exams/ 
  

https://www.achieveanything.ca/thisisyou.html
https://www.deltasd.bc.ca/schools/secondary/challenge-exams/
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C.U.E. Participating Institutions 
Wednesday, October 9th 

Langley Event Centre – Field House 
12:00 - 12:30, 2:15 – 2:45 

 Acadia University 

 Bishop’s University 

 Brock University 

 Cape Breton University 

 Capilano University 

 Carleton University 

 Concordia University 

 Dalhousie University 

 Emily Carr University 

 Fairleigh Dickinson University 

 Huron University College 

 King's University College 

 Kwantlen Polytechnic University 

 MacEwan University 

 Memorial University 

 Mount Allison University 

 Mount Royal University 

 Mount Saint Vincent University 

 Nipissing University 

 Queen's University 

 Ryerson University 

 Saint Francis Xavier University 

 Simon Fraser University 

 The King's University 

 The Maritime Institute  

 Thompson Rivers University  

 Trinity Western University 

 University of Alberta 

 University of British Columbia 

 University of Calgary 

 University of Fraser Valley 

 University of Guelph 

 University of Guelph-Humber 

 University of King's College 

 University of Lethbridge 

 University of Manitoba 

 University of New Brunswick 

 University of Northern BC 

 University of Ontario Institute of Technology 

 University of Ottawa 

 University of Regina 

 University of Saskatchewan 

 University of Victoria 

 University of Waterloo 

 Vancouver Island University 

 Western University 

 Wilfrid Laurier University 

 York University 

PSIBC Participating Institutions 
Friday, November 1st, WGSS  

Grade 11 –  Workshops – 2-4 (First Period) 
Grade 12 –  Mini-Fair – 9:44 – 10:26 (FLEX) 

 BCIT – Janice Pontes 
 CAF-RMC – Jon Robinson 
 CapU – Jake Fidler 
 Douglas College – John Kinsley  
 Fairleigh Dickinson  – Jesmin Subba 
 JIBC – Jas Jagpal 
 KPU – Hannah Cenaiko 
 NVIT – Naomi Narcisse 
 SFU – Megan Daniels; Dita Mahmud 

 TRU – Lachlan Todd 
 TWU – Jonathan Schmidt 
 UFV – Brayden Tielmann 
 UVic – Crystal Milne 
 UNBC – Angela Zhao  
 VCC – Leigh Wall  
 VIU – Dylan Ewen 
 SD35 Trades – Mr. McKay 

https://choosebc.ca/institutions/5
https://choosebc.ca/institutions/7
https://choosebc.ca/institutions/8
https://choosebc.ca/institutions/11
https://choosebc.ca/member_reps/1072
https://choosebc.ca/institutions/14
https://choosebc.ca/institutions/16
https://choosebc.ca/member_reps/1074
https://choosebc.ca/institutions/1
https://choosebc.ca/institutions/23
https://choosebc.ca/institutions/24
https://choosebc.ca/institutions/26
https://choosebc.ca/institutions/27
https://choosebc.ca/institutions/25
https://choosebc.ca/member_reps/1012
https://choosebc.ca/institutions/28
https://choosebc.ca/member_reps/865
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Applications can be picked up from 

Mr. Hendricks in room #110.  The 

deadline to return completed forms to 

Mr. Hendricks is September 24th. 
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Interested in pursuing law school? Curious what law school can do for you and your career? 
Come visit us at the Vancouver Law School Fair at the Fairmont Hotel Vancouver on Thursday 
September 26th, 2019 to learn about your options. 
 
Chat one on one with representatives from 30+ law schools from across North America, LSAT 
prep organizations and current and aspiring law students on topics such as: 
 

 law school admission requirements 

 scholarships, awards and financing your legal education 

 the student experience at law school 

 career opportunities 

 undergraduate support 

 the process of applying to law school 
 
For more information and to register, please visit www.vanlawfair.com  

  

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vanlawfair.com&data=02%7C01%7CDKifiak%40sd35.bc.ca%7Cef08bb434f6b43b28be208d619b2b3f4%7Cfcabfaaef80a4f74b6a7ba15c2a4bb24%7C0%7C0%7C636724652646383251&sdata=SlSHTkL424PcZbKRe2AEVxN%2BFp9OOKh8oWUh7O6ZvFM%3D&reserved=0
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